[Thoughts on current management of severe neonatal hyperbilirubinemia].
In recent years, the threat of kernicterus reappeared with the extension of early discharge of newborns. By the same time new knowledge and technologies have improved the management of neonatal hyperbilirubinemia. Early bilirubin measurement helps to identify those newborns who will be at risk of hyperbilirubinemia after discharge. This measurement can be made instantaneously in a non invasive way using a transcutaneous measurement device. Fibreoptic and conventional phototherapies can be modulated according to the nature and the intensity of hyperbilirubinemia. In a near future enzymatic inhibitors such as Sn-mesoporphyrin will be probably available for the treatment of severe hyperbilirubinemia.